Task: authenticate Alpine to Gmail server as a Third client, as described here:

http://www.dcs.gla.ac.uk/~jacobd/posts/2022/03/configure-mutt-to-work-with-oauth-20/

which contains information on using Oauth2 in Mutt.

These instructions are particularly relevant if you use a remote pinerc file.

1. Regedit HKEY-users-software-university of Washington-pine-pinerc
Modify pinerc to

~insert this ~insert your email address

2. Open awindows powershell
a. cd to the folder that holds the alpine app (make sure you have the most recent version)
b. Launch alpine with the following flags (insert your email at the highlights):

./alpine -x-s Gmail -x-c-i 406964657835-aq8Imia8j95dhl1a2bvharmfk3t1hggj.apps.googleusercontent.com -x-c-s
kSmqreRrOqwBWJgbf5Y-PjSU -x-f Authorize -x-u yourid@gmail.com -p "{imap.gmail.com/ssl/auth=xoauth2/user=
yourid@gmail.com}remote_pinerc"

3. This will bring up an Alpine window

. Alpine X

o.' Auhtorizing Alpine Access to Gmail Email Services

) " Alpine is attempting to log you into your Gmail account, using °
t the ¥OAUTH2 method, In order to do that, Alpine needs to
open the following URL:

hitps:/faccounts. google.com/o/oauth2/auth?client_id=406564
657835-aq8Imiagj95dhl1a2bvharmfk3t1hgqj.apps.googleuserc
n ontent.com&scope=https33A%2F%2Fmail.google.com%:2F&r EC
edirect_uri=urn%:3Aietf%3Awg3Aoauth?:342.0%3 koo bresp
onse_type=code

¥ Copy and paste the previous URL into a web browser that t

Y supports javascript, to take you to Gmail's servers to complete it
this process.

a f
After you open the previous link, you will be asked to s

authenticate and later to authorize access to Alpine. At the
end of this process, you will be given an access code or

£ redirected to a web page.

If you see a code, copy it and then press 'C’, and enter the
code at the prompt. If you do not see a code, copy the url of
the page you were redirected to and again press 'C' and copy
and paste it into the prompt. Once you have authorized

2 Alpine, you will be asked if you want to preserve the Refresh
Token and Access Code, If you do not wish to repeat this
process again, answer 'Y'es, If you did this process quickly,
your connection to the server will still be alive at the end of
this process, and your connection will proceed from there.

Once you have completed this process, Alpine will proceed
with authentication.

Most of the rest of the instructions are shown here, but detailed below as well.
a. Cut and paste the window contents into word (from inside that window, hit ctrl-c)
b. Grab the url and paste it into a browser window (I used chrome)


https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.dcs.gla.ac.uk/*jacobd/posts/2022/03/configure-mutt-to-work-with-oauth-20/__;fg!!K-Hz7m0Vt54!n3NRylsHvX0yQaTANJ0dm2HxE7L6uVmGfZpkjRaGKqxRDtbaU9kfjZrpC6tCFSbz9MrZp05cFZ_zCE-weDW5ng$
mailto:%7Bimap.gmail.co/ssl/auth%3Dxoauth2/user%3Dyourid@gmail.com%7Dremote_pinerc

https://accounts.google.com/o/oauth2/auth?client id=406964657835-
ag8Imia8j95dhlla2bvharmfk3t1hgaj.apps.googleusercontent.com&scope=https%3A%2F%2Fmail.google.com
%2F&redirect uri=urn%3Aietf%3Awg%3Aoauth%3A2.0%3Aocob&response type=code

4. This will bring up a chrome window:

G Sign in with Geogle

s

Mozilla Thunderbird Email wants
to access your Google Account

o yourid@gmail.com
This will allow Mozilla Thunderbird Email to:

M Read, compose, send, and permanently delete all (i)
your email from Gmail

Make sure you trust Mozilla Thunderbird Email

You may be sharing sensitive info with this site or app. You
can always see or remove access in your Google Account.

Learn how Google helps you share data safely

See Mozilla Thunderbird Email's Privacy Policy and Terms
of Service

Cancel Allow

a. Clicking “Allow” should result in a second window with a code: copy it

Thunderbird Email

A Mozilla Thunderbird Email is requesting access to your
Google Account. To protect your account, don't continue
unless you know and trust this app.

Sign in or provide access to Mozilla Thunderbird Email

To sign in or provide access:
1. Copy the authorization code from the Authorization code
section.

2. Navigate to Mozilla Thunderbird Email.

3. Paste the authorization code on the Mozilla Thunderbird
Email screen.

Authorization code

Please copy this code, switch to your application and paste it there:
4/1AdQt8qj16Lxs-tkTy~ I_D
p1BHIGNSPR4V57VXtrn5CqFhDPOj fvHYAry4zKwZg]

Don't sign in or provide access to Mozilla Thunderbird
Email

If you don’t want to continue, close this window.

* if you get an empty window, copy the entire url of that window. It will look something
like this:

http://localhost/?code=4/0AdQt8qggNO1f5AplgMxcCx3TéPatjXbymh-
L4kiX VpYnI8p2AL2wEgodlJJI4JHRKRYUOs&scope=https://mail.google.com/



http://localhost/?code=4/0AdQt8qgNO1f5ApIqMxcCx3T6PatjXbymh-L4kjX_VpYnI8p2AL2wEgodIJJI4JHRKRYU0s&scope=https://mail.google.com/
http://localhost/?code=4/0AdQt8qgNO1f5ApIqMxcCx3T6PatjXbymh-L4kjX_VpYnI8p2AL2wEgodIJJI4JHRKRYU0s&scope=https://mail.google.com/
https://accounts.google.com/o/oauth2/auth?client_id=406964657835-aq8lmia8j95dhl1a2bvharmfk3t1hgqj.apps.googleusercontent.com&scope=https%3A%2F%2Fmail.google.com%2F&redirect_uri=urn%3Aietf%3Awg%3Aoauth%3A2.0%3Aoob&response_type=code
https://accounts.google.com/o/oauth2/auth?client_id=406964657835-aq8lmia8j95dhl1a2bvharmfk3t1hgqj.apps.googleusercontent.com&scope=https%3A%2F%2Fmail.google.com%2F&redirect_uri=urn%3Aietf%3Awg%3Aoauth%3A2.0%3Aoob&response_type=code
https://accounts.google.com/o/oauth2/auth?client_id=406964657835-aq8lmia8j95dhl1a2bvharmfk3t1hgqj.apps.googleusercontent.com&scope=https%3A%2F%2Fmail.google.com%2F&redirect_uri=urn%3Aietf%3Awg%3Aoauth%3A2.0%3Aoob&response_type=code

5. Go back to the Alpine window,

a. click OK and Alpine will pop up another window asking if you want to continue with
authorization request

b. click Yes and another window will pop up asking for the code
Paste the code from the browser in 4a into the Alpine window

d. Alpine will pop up another window asking if you want to store these credentials. The
window may not appear on top, so you may have to navigate to it (I used alt-tab to find
it). Click Yes and you’re in!

6. Once Alpine is open, you will also need to update your smtp server (to authorize sending mail)
and gmail server (if using a gmail server to access your mail). In both cases you'll just be adding
the “/auth=xoauth2” text to a location.

a. For the smtp server:

type “M S C” to get to the configuration screen, and change this line:

SMTP Server (for sending) = smtp.gmail.com/ssl/auth=xoauth2/user=yourid@gmail.com

b. For the gmail server:

type “M S L” to get to the collection lists, and change this line:

Folders on imap.gmail.com:993/ssl/auth=xoauth2/user=yourid@gmail.com in home directory


mailto:smtp.gmail.com/ssl/auth%3Dxoauth2/user%3Dyourid@gmail.com

